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1.
Except in unusual circumstances, I should expect the service of confirmation to be in the context of a Eucharist.  Readings suitable for confirmation can be found on pages 398-399 of the New Zealand Prayer Book.  

2.
Candidates should be presented by name:  the usually used Christian name is sufficient but not a shortened name or a nick-name please.  A name tag is helpful.

3.
I encourage the renewal of confirmation promises by members of the congregation.  This may be done in a general invitation to the congregation or following parish preparation in which those who are making a specific act of dedication are enabled to do so.  I am happy for this to include the laying-on-of-hands.  However there should be a clear distinction between those being confirmed and those re-affirming their faith.  No-one should be confirmed twice!  This might suggest that their confirmation was faulty rather than that the person is re-affirming what has already taken place.

4.
Confirmation certificates will be signed by me before the service (except where there are large numbers involved in which case they should be sent to the office in advance). 
5.
The usual colour for confirmation is red, but on a Major Feast, white may take precedence.

6.
While it is my intention to take parish confirmations, sometimes a candidate misses a service for various reasons.  Such a candidate may be presented at a nearby service but I should be informed of this in advance as should the presenting priest.  Such a confirmation should be recorded in the register of the church where the confirmation takes place.

I hope these guidelines will help you as you prepare future confirmation services.

[image: image1.jpg]



The Rt Revd Victoria Matthews

Bishop of the Diocese of Christchurch

