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DNA of fres

EXPressions

Everything that
will grow: Is
present at the
beginning




DNA of fresh expressions

Only what Is In
the seed can
grow




DNA - FIVE VALUES FOR
MISSIONARY CHURCHES




The variety of fresh expressions IS an

encouraging sign of the creativity of the
Spirit in our age.

Fresh expressions should not be
embraced simply because they are
popular or new, but because they are a
sign of the work ofi God and of the
kingdom.




Discernment is needed to identify signs of
God's kingdem. The use of a particular

methodology, Inherited or fresh, does not
guarantee mature church or the presence

of the kingdom.

To conclude this chapter we offer some
criteria for discerning authentic missionary
churches. (Mission-Shaped Church)




FOUNDATION

One additional element Is assumed rather
than specifically identified. That Is the
credal foundation of any missionary
church, congregation or initiative within the

Church of England.

This report assumes, but does not take for
granted that, to be missionary, a church
has to proclaim afresh the faith of the
Scriptures and the creeds. This Is not a
‘value’ of the church, but the foundation
upon which church is built.




DNA of fresh expressions

. Focused on God the Trinity.
. |Incarnational

. Transformational

. Disciple making

. Relational




FOCUSED ON GOD THE
TRINITY




CENTRED IN THE TRIUNE
GOD

Worship the gift at its heart
God’s glory its chief inspiration

Prayer under girding all its activities

Discernment Its key to sharing in
God’'s mission




Worship & Mission

“The church ceases to be the church
when It ceases to worship. By the
same token mission ceases to be
Christian when It Is separated from
worship.” KC Miyamoto

Worship Is itself a withess to the
world.” ACC




True Worship

Can never be world evading

\We must not separate worship and
mission.




Sharing the divine life

'‘Worship Is the gift of participating through
the Spirit in the Incarnate Son's
communion with the Father.' James

Torrance

“The mission of the Church Is the gift of

participating, through the |
Son’s mission from the EFat
world.” James Torrance

oly Spirit, In the

ner to the




Worship the Father in Christ
by the Spirit

‘The Father Is
the author of
worship, the Son

the worshipper
and the Spirit the
agent of
worship.” Alan
Torrance




\Worship and mission are inseparable,
They form the rhythm of church life.

Authentic worship leads to mission.
Authentic mission Wins Worshippers.




INCARNATIONAL




INCARNATIONAL

A missionary church seeks to shape itself
In relation to the culture in which 1t 1s
located or to which it Is called.

Whenever it Is called to be cross- cultural
then Its long-term members or Initial team
lay aside their cultural preferences about
church to allow the emergence of a ferm
or style of church to be shaped by those
they are seeking to reach.




INCARNATIONAL

If a churchi is long established, then it
evaluates itself in relation to the culture of
the community it serves, and strips away
whatever Is not reguired by the gospel.

An incarnational church seeks to be
responsive to the activity of the Spirit in its
community.




TRANSFORMATIONAL




A missionary church exists for the
transformation of the community that it
serves, through the power of the gospel
and the Holy Spirit.

It IS not self- serving, self-seeking or self-
focused.

The kingdom of God Is Its goal, and
church Is understood as a servant and
sign of God’s kingdom In Its community,
whether neighbourhood or network.




‘The transtormation of
the community. that It
Serves, through the

power of the gospel
and the Holy Spirit.’
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