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Major activities undertaken since the 2023 Report

The past year has been extremely rewarding but not without challenges. We
continue to support activities and projects across all five Marks of Mission.
Examples in the past year under the 15t (sharing the Good News) include
subsidising short-term mission visits that have enabled young people to share
their faith.

Under the second (teaching and building up new believers), we provide
significant financial support to NZCMS specifically for mission partners many of
whom are teaching and mentoring new believers. Also, a proportion of our
funding to Te Pihopatanga goes to its Minita a whanau programmes working
with Maori in Aotearoa and Australia. The third Mark (loving service) garners
perhaps the greatest degree of attention given these are activities that respond
to humanitarian need, such as Cyclone Gabrielle and Gaza, as well as
development-related projects like the Rwenzori Special Needs Foundation
(RSNF) in Uganda. The 4t Mark of Mission relates to addressing the underlying
causes of poverty and a good example of that is the work we are doing with
other agencies in the lead up to the 2024 budget on encouraging our
government to commit more to international aid and development (NZ
languishes at the bottom of international commitments and is nowhere near the
target set by the United Nations). The 5% Mark relates to caring for God'’s
creation. Every activity we fund is scanned with a climate-change lens and this
includes the way we run the office.

Key actions for the past year include (a) partnering with Tearfund (again) for
the response to Tropical Cyclone Lola in Vanuatu; (b) seeing the completion of
the 28 projects funded under Hapaitia following Cyclone Gabrielle; (c)
celebrating the first anniversary of the Emergency Alliance (collaboration of
agencies that respond to major emergencies); (d) the extraordinary outpouring
of support for the conflict in Gaza (we have teamed up with 5 agencies with
over US$600k raised to date); (e) “Pray the News” which is generating strong
interest; (f) providing on the ground support to the Anglican Alliance in relation
to its global disaster risk management responsibilities; and (g) strengthening
relationships with a host of agencies including Anglican Overseas Aid and
Anglican Board of Missions (both Australia). A particular milestone has been
submitting an application with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (MFAT)
for a project in partnership with the Anglican Church of Melanesia. If successful,
this will be a first for Anglican Missions and puts us on the same similar playing
field as many of the partners we work closely with.

Major activities planned for 2024/25

Key activities include (a) securing new external project funding; (b)
strengthening the effectiveness of short- term mission visits; (c) consolidating
a project with Anglican schools; (d) identifying ways of leveraging our work
with CWS; (d) possible regional mission events; and (e) extending our appeal
to young people.



Emerging issues

I want to acknowledge with sincere gratitude all that the Christchurch Diocese
gives. It enables us to do what we do. But as with all Diocese, giving continues
to trend downward which does have an impact. For example, in 2023, the
Diocese contributed $157,100 which while fabulous was down 7% on the
previous year. And the signs for 2024 across all Diocese are ominous with
current estimates for Christchurch down a further 8%.

Christchurch of course is not alone, and many people are struggling financially.
We also operate in a highly competitive space, and there are many wonderful
mission and development agencies that people choose to support. But I
honestly believe we are effective and offer ‘value for money’ and the fact that
other agencies want to work with us in emergencies for example I believe is
testimony to the fact we are seen in the sector as a safe pair of hands. So,
please see the ‘Anglican’ in our name and support us where you can! Please
also always feel free to get in touch and tell us how we can support you better.

I want to particularly acknowledge the hard work and commitment from your
Diocesan mission representative, Bronwyn Tucker (who is also an Anglican
Missions Board member) and Raewyn Dawson (AAW Chair). What a pleasure
you are to work with! Thank you too Bishop Peter for your unwavering support
for overseas mission. Hope to see you all at Synod 2024.

Kia manaakitia, Rev. Michael Hartfield-National Director (13 May 2024)
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