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2023 marked a welcome return to ‘business as usual’ for the Hall after
three years of COVID-19 related disruption. It was also a busy year as
work continued to consolidate and build the Arcady Hall ‘brand’ within the
University of Canterbury (UC) student accommodation market. Integral
to this brand is our ongoing commitment to the vision and values of the
Hall’s founder, Bishop Julius Churchill. Arcady Hall (formerly Bishop Julius
Hall) remains an inclusive, caring community that celebrates diversity,
values academic success, and supports students to form meaningful rand
lasting relationships.

In February, we welcomed 170 new residents to the Hall, including our
seven Residential Assistants (RAs). The RAs, who are also UC students,
are key members of the Arcady pastoral care team and help staff to run
Hall events. Last year’s residential life programme included a wide range
of activities throughout the year including Study Skills 101, academic
tutorials, Master Chef, Budgeting 101, pancake evenings, karaoke and
movie nights, mid-winter Christmas dinner, chess and pool tournaments,
Arcady’s Got Talent, as well as hardy annuals such as the Arcady Ball, and
traditional Easter Egg Hunt.

The Hall renewed its Partnership Agreement with UC and reviewed several
policies and procedures during the year to ensure ongoing compliance
with the 2021 Education (Pastoral Care Code of Tertiary and International
Learners) Code of Practice. The 2023 Universities New Zealand (UNZ)
audit of the University of Canterbury compliance with the Pastoral Care
Code deemed Arcady Hall to be fully compliant with the Code outcomes
relating to student accommodation.

Meanwhile, management staff and the Board of Trustees spent much of
2023 considering the future sustainability of the Hall. Two external audits
were commissioned to ascertain the current state of the buildings (most
of which date from the 1970s), and future energy options. This
information has informed ongoing discussions about the Hall’s long-term
capital expenditure priorities for the next 10 years. Given the Hall’s
limited financial resources, balancing multiple, competing demands for
critical investment will be an ongoing challenge.



