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Our school lives and contends with a widespread apathy to 
Christianity. Many staff, along with most parents and 
students, may feel as if they have little to do with the church. 
While Church schools like Christ’s College are increasingly popular in 
aspirational New Zealand, our faith is not. 

The most recent MMG survey of Year 13 students and parents included a 
series of questions under the heading Religious Education. Whilst the 
majority of responders reported this aspect of College life as meeting or 
exceeding expectations, no students in Year 13 have sat in a Religious 
Education class since their Year 11 year—thus were asked to cast back 
their minds to 2021. Of course, questions on weekday, and/or weekend 
chapel attendance were more on point for this cohort, being headed under 
Religious Education somewhat of a misnomer. One might ask is that what 
Chapel is about, Religious Education? 

Our Chapel and the way our community is shaped by it at week’s 
beginning and end, and our term shaped by our commitment to regular 
Sunday worship, may well educate the students religiously, but there is 
more than the planning and execution of a curriculum and its delivery 
through the medium of singing, praying, asking questions, and listening. 
William Temple former Archbishop of Canterbury once said, “The church is 
the only organization which does not exist for the benefit of its members”.  

I have reflected throughout the year on how Chapel, its form and function 
for student and staff member alike, like Temple’s reference to the church 
itself, is not limited to the persons present, or the time we spend 
together. To borrow from a sermon preached earlier in the year, Chapel 
can be the fuel that fires the machine of excellence. When we are doing 
Chapel well all aspects of College life are enhanced, our House System is 
more compassionate and grounded in mutual care, our arts and culture, 
the stage and the recording studio, are places where creativity is 
celebrated and thrives, and our sports fields and courts ring with the 
sound of individual and corporate sportsmanship and endeavour. From 
the luncheon queue to the community service undertaken by many 
students, the world; College students, and Old Boys reach into it, is more 
humane, civilised, and caring, because of our Chapel, and its form and 
function as lived faith in our community. It is one of great paradoxes of 
the Christian faith that when we are looking out and up, something 
special and congruent with whom we were made to be is taking place 



within. We are formed more and more into the likeness of Christ, for 
whom our College was named. 

Mr Robert Aburn, Director of Music has led and organised the Chapel 
Choir of Christ’s College once again this year. At their full complement, 
there have been over 100 boys, some 15% of the College roll involved. 
Mr Aburn’s skill and dedication are obvious to anyone who is at the 
college during the week. The sounds of rehearsals echoing out across the 
quad are today, as they have been for generations, a sign and symbol of 
how this College lives it’s faith, and what it can to lead to in our daily 
lives. 

A highlight for the 2023 was the Baptism of three students, Connor 
Mackenzie, Jack Morkane, and Jack Farquhar in October. In preparation 
for the service the Baptism Register of Christ’s College recording well over 
100 years of Baptisms in our community was retrieved. Of course, the 
great leger of men and women who have moved towards God in the 
sacrament of baptism is millennia old, but it was a joy to celebrate with 
family and friends the first baptisms at Christ’s College since the pre-
COVID years. 

My penultimate thanks for 2024 are to our Warden and Bishop The Right 
Reverend Dr Peter Carrell for his leadership, our committed board, and 
my colleagues; who are supportive of our Anglican identity in so many 
ways. 

Finally, to our students, parents/caregivers, supporters, and wider 
community, thank you. Would that it be when asked to give an account of 
the hope that is within us, and what makes Christ’s the college it is, we 
would answer “our faith”. 

Yours in Christ, 
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