
 
 

Synod Report 2024 

Since the last synod report there have been several significant changes at 
Craighead Diocesan School, including the new school logo above. Principal 
Lindy Graham retired at the end of 2023 after 10 years leadership. At the 
beginning of 2024 the school was delighted to welcome Ms Lara Hearn-
Rollo as the 17th Principal of Craighead.  A Pōwhiri was held on February 
1st and our Kapa Haka led the school in the new Craighead haka.  It was 
an event that was both powerful and moving.  Also, at the beginning of 
this year Ms Sonya Hull was appointed Deputy Principal, moving from 
Waitaki Girls’ High School to take up this role.  Rev. Stephanie Mander 
joined the staff as Chaplain at the end of 2023 with responsibility for the 
development of the Religious and Social Education (RSE) programme 
across all year levels, Year 7 through to 13. 

The school has long enjoyed a close relationship with St Mary’s Anglican 
Church in Timaru.  St Mary’s host some of our significant Special 
Character Services, including Christmas Carol Services.  Regular School 
Chapel Services are held in the picturesque St Antony Chapel on the 
school grounds.  At the beginning of Term 2 a new music teacher and 
choir director was appointed, Ms Emma Hall.  Craighead’s choir has been 
a feature of school life in the past and we look forward to the 
regeneration of this taonga.  Like many Christian schools, regular signing 
of sacred music has proved to be a significant way people experience a 
divine encounter.  As well as the two sacristans and chapel committee 
members, all staff and students contribute to the school’s special 
character through their shared commitment to the R.I.S.E. values—
Respect, Integrity, Service, and Excellence. 

The Year 11 Diploma was launched this year.  The diploma is a pioneering 
programme and includes a three-day event that supports a Spirituality 
and Sustainability component.  In curating the three-day experience, we 
took an inclusive and local approach.  Students were involved in 
community service, personal formation, and focused spirituality.  Whaea 
Wendy Heath, who is vicar at the Holy Trinity in Temuka, introduced 
students to church life through the lens of tikanga Māori and Arowhenua 
marae.  Seeds were sown. 

The current role sits around 420 with 114 boarders.  Demand for places 
remains strong.  Upgrades to the boarding house bathrooms are nearing 
completion and the school community are looking forward to work 
beginning on the redevelopment of Shand House later in the year. 



To synod members who are interested in the school, I recommend the 
Craighead website which captures many different features of life in this 
community.  Check it out here: https://www.craighead.school.nz/ 

 

Reverend Stephanie Mander 

Chaplain 
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