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The Christchurch Diocesan Cursillo movement has been challenged
over the period 2023-2024. Although the overhang from Covid-19
was diminished members were still conscious of the need to minimise
any consequences from infection/re-infection.

Cursillistas, pilgrims who have been on a Cursillo weekend, were
invited to gather together for four Ultreya meetings during 2023.
These were held in March, June, October, and December 2023 and
took place in Belfast, East Christchurch (St Andrews), Woodend and
Church corner Riccarton. Cursillistas who hail from the south of the
Diocese were disadvantaged by the locations so the first Ultreya to be
held in 2024 is being held in Ashburton.

After a Cursillo weekend pilgrims are invited to join what are known as
4th day groups. Across the Diocese these groups try to meet
regularly—some several times a month and others just once a month.
The typical meeting involves prayer and members offer reflections and
recollections on their faith journey to encourage each other. A list of
these groups is available to those interested in experiencing a 4t" day
group. The Christchurch Diocese Cursillistas are accepting of the idea
that interested prospective members of Cursillo should be encouraged
to begin a faith journey through Cursillo.

Cursillo began in Spain hence the language of the 3-day course in

Christian Living. There hasn’t been a weekend course in the Diocese
for a little while. The course named “"Combined 24" (combined refers
to men and women being on the course together) was, unfortunately
undersubscribed and cancelled. That experience has been of concern



because the people (pilgrims) who have been on the weekend realise
they are getting older. That means that if the movement is to remain
the vibrant and uplifting path that those who have been on the
weekend experienced it to be then perhaps the “formula” needs
“tweaking”. To that end work is scheduled to revise, present and
conduct an “evolved” course.

Thanks needs to go to the Secretariat for Cursillo for their work in
staging Ultreya meetings, assisting the fourth day groups, and all the
other administrative tasks that go with promoting a movement of over
300 people in the Christchurch Diocese. There have been some health
issues for some members of the Secretariat and with members of the
wider movement so your prayers for the continuation and revitalization
of the movement would be appreciated.
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