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The Sister Eveleen Retreat House (SERH) operates under the mandate of its
Diocesan Statute (2009) which states that ‘the aims and objectives of the SERH
Board of Oversight and its staff will be to encourage and promote the widest
possible use of the SERH in meeting the spiritual needs of people in the Diocese of
Christchurch.’ This retreat house is ecumenically run and open to anyone who is
seeking a quiet space to connect with God, or simply to be. Sister Eveleen Barklie
requested that it be a place of spiritual help and prayer, and this continues to
undergird all the work we do.

This past year has been an interrupted one, with the resignation of our previous
director Eddie O’Connor in May, and a hiatus until the newly appointed director
Antje Duda could take up the position in July. We are thrilled with the
appointment of Antje and the gifts and skills she is bringing into the role of
director of the house. Antje does not live in at the house which meant the board
had to re-think the way hospitality was offered and retreats were supported. We
appointed Sue Sinclair as Retreat House host in August. Sue lives at the house
and has wonderfully stepped into a shared role with Antje, providing the
hospitality particularly for guests who book in for overnight stays. Both these roles
are paid positions.

During the vacancy, the Board took the opportunity to renovate the Annex.
Tradies were employed to do some of the work and the rest was completed using
voluntary labour. This has transformed the Annex which now has 4 cells, all fully
insulated with double glazed windows and plywood lined walls. A larger room at
one end is now a comfortable meeting space / lounge, with tea and coffee making
facilities. It is used for spiritual direction and an extra space to chill. Dugald Wilson
managed this project, and I am extremely grateful for the hours of work he and
his wife Janet put in to ensure the completion of the project. The maintenance at
Sister Eveleen is ongoing as befits any old building, and the board is working
diligently to ensure that funding is in place for this maintenance. (All donations
gratefully received!!)

Antje has put together a programme of retreats which are found on our website
and regularly updated. Leaders come from a range of denominations and lead a
variety of retreats.

Some examples are: a regular once a month Thursday gathering; Day retreats -
Faith and Hope in Midlife, Trusting the Voice within; Weekend Retreats - Seasons
for Growth, Midwinter Fire, Hearts Ablaze- Praying with the Psalms, Coming Home
to the Fathers Loving Embrace, Creative Joy to Nourish the Soul, 5 - 7 day
Retreats - Participating in the Trinity, Praying with Evelyn Underhill, 7-day silent
directed retreat, Retreat series — An introductory encounter with the spiritual
exercises of St. Ignatius.

A day especially for clergy has been offered and we hope that the uptake of use
by clergy for their annual retreats will increase. (Note that the beds are comfy, the
views glorious and the silence very therapeutic!!)

In the chapel, midday prayer is offered on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday with an
evening prayer time on Wednesdays. All are welcome to come along.
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During the year we farewelled Rev Glenda Hicks and Mrs Angela Moore from the
Board. Their contribution has been vital in the recent development of the house
strategy. In June we welcomed Mr Rick Smith to the Board and in December Rev
Chris Orczy and Mrs Susan Lynch joined us. Sue has taken on the role of treasurer
and is ably assisting the Board to work within our budget. Thanks to Rick, Chris
and Sue for the renewed energy and local connections they bring to the Board.

The Board’s focus for this coming year is to encourage more people to use the
house, whether on an organised retreat or for personal time-out. We plan to
connect with clergy to offer them and their parishioners programmes specially
written to meet their needs and to help in the growth of contemplative spiritual
practices. We also are wanting to build a base of support — prayerful, voluntary
and financial. To this end, we re-launched in mid-April The Friends of Sister
Eveleen Retreat House. We hope that those who take up membership of the
‘Friends’ will form this support base and that we can build it to become an integral
part of the ministry of the house, meeting together, working and praying together.
Anyone interested in supporting the work of the house is welcome to join - see
our website for details.

Finally, I remind everyone that the Sister Eveleen Retreat House belongs to the
Diocese! It is not a privately run ministry, acting alone, but is yours - here for
you, offering a space for you to connect with God in the ways you need to. Use it,
support it and above all else pray for the ministry exercised by it.

Sarah Gardiner (chair)



