Theology House report to Synod 2024

2023 was a busy year at Theology House. Alongside the activities
described below, I have been helping out with some ministry education
work within the Diocese of Christchurch including coordinating post-
ordination training and overseeing applications for scholarships. I was
pleased to be asked to teach liturgy at St John’s College again.

Our first foray back into running public courses post-Covid came in the
form of an introductory preaching course. We took the course “out to the
Diocese” and held it in Amberley and Ashburton. I expect this course will
be a regular offering alongside others including biblical and theological
content.

We published the first of two Lenten studies commissioned by the Diocese
addressing the learnings from the Abuse in Care Royal Commission of
Inquiry. One of the key goals of this work was to help churches adopt a
posture from which to meaningfully to respond to the royal commission’s
work. This first study A Holy Church focussed on how abuse and our
failures to address it are a breach of the relationship between us and the
God that calls us into being. I was extremely grateful for contributions
from a range of scholars and church leaders. We received feedback from
some congregations that they found the content too confronting, and
some elected to not use the study for that reason. Interestingly, our
customers outside the Anglican Diocese of Christchurch were more
positive about the value of the studies. Preparation of 2024's study A
Future of Hope took this feedback into account, and I expect people will
find this study less confronting, more positive, and more future-focussed.

We decided to not offer the Theology House Certificate in Ministry and
Leadership in 2023. While this was the right decision, I will admit to
missing the weekly teaching of the Bible and Theology stream immensely.
We have, however, a wonderful cohort of students for 2024 and the
Reverend Samantha Mould will oversee the delivery of the other parts of
the programme, building on the work of Emma Tovey and Paul Hegglun.
I'm looking forward to an excellent year.

Emma Tovey and I collaborated on a new publication, the Family Faith
Journal. Based on the lectionary, this little book is intended to help
families have conversations about faith. Each week takes a Bible reading
from the lectionary (often the Gospel) and offers a series of questions for
reflection, an activity, and a prayer. If 2024’'s journal is well-received, we
hope this will become a regular resource.



I have been quietly working away at how we do confirmation preparation.
There are appears to be little uniformity across New Zealand and little in
the way of recent go-to resources. I had the opportunity to help with a
cohort of baptism and confirmation candidates at Opawa-St Martins parish
and I plan to work with local church schools in 2024. It's possible that a
new resource will be an outcome of this work.

Reports during 2023 confirmed our intuitive sense that library patronage
has increased with our move into central Christchurch. We have seen
many new members, both Anglicans and from the wider Church. We
work hard to keep the collection relevant, and we are always open to
suggestions for new acquisitions.

I remain interested in ways to encourage more people into formal
theological studies. If you think a group in your parish would be
interesting in exploring a programme of study, please talk to me. There
are some very good options including many that lead to a recognised
qualification. Obviously, I love to talk to individuals about the idea of
studying too, but I think groups in local churches are an excellent way to
go about it.

One of our recent students, Fenella Eagle joined the team in early 2023
as interim administrator while we recruited for a permanent replacement
for Heather Fraser. While Fenella was hired to ensure we had plenty of
hands-on deck to help send out Lenten studies, she quickly found many
other ways to contribute. We have since been joined by Sarah Larritt who
brings great experience and is even managing to create an online
presence for Theology House. Please call in to say hello if you are visiting
the Anglican Centre. Sarah, Sarah Dunning our librarian, and I would
love to see you. As part of the Anglican Centre, we benefit from being
part of a larger team and the use of an excellent space. We also take
advantage of the same centralised account system as many parishes and
diocesan payroll system. We are grateful for being part of a wider
Anglican family.

While investment returns in the first part of 2023 were positive, they did
not restore what was lost in 2022. The Board has kept a close eye on our
small investment portfolio to ensure that income is available to fund
operations now and into the future.

I am blessed to have the guidance and oversight of an excellent board:



Rt Rev’d Dr Peter Carrell (Chair)

Rev’d Canon Cameron Pickering (Deputy Chair)
Peter Hart

Rev’d Margaret Neate

Rev’d Chris Orczy

Tom Elliott

I remain grateful for the opportunity to serve Christ’s Church in this
special ministry.

Gareth Bezett, Director



