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Craighead Diocesan School is a Special Character State Integrated school
for girls in Years 7 to 13. Located in Timaru, Craighead exists within the rural
heartland of South Canterbury. The school is known for its friendly and
inclusive atmosphere and strong connections in the wider community.
Craighead staff actively uphold the school’s Special Character which is
founded in Christian values that express the broad-church ethos of
Anglicanism while honouring the different religious and spiritual ideologies
that exist within the school community. Religious Education classes
encourage students to explore Christian beliefs, to recognise and respect
different perspectives, and to better understand themselves and others.

The ongoing development of the Religious Studies curriculum across all
year levels has been a significant focus for the school chaplain. In addition
to time in the classroom the student experience involves two chapel
services each week and Special Character services each term that link to
the church calendar. This year we welcomed Alexa Morresey and Keira
Shannon as school sacristans. These senior students are developing their
role exciting ways. This Easter they worked with the Head of Drama, Lucy
Bradley, and members of the school chapel committee, to produce an
Easter pageant that managed to be a moving, funny, and insightful re-
telling of the Easter story. Special Character services continue to provide
highly appreciated opportunities for the school choir, chorale, and student
musicians to contribute to the spiritual life of the school.

The school roll is currently 413 with 115 students boarding. As a result of
ongoing high demand for places, the school is working with the Ministry of
Education on an amended enrolment scheme for 2027.

One major infrastructure milestone is nearing completion. The
refurbishment of Shand House and Boarding House extension is almost



finished. The development of the West-Watson block of classrooms and
offices has begun. There have also been significant changes in the Senior
Leadership this year with two internal promotions. Mr. Alastair Townshend
is now Assistant Principal with responsibility for systems and operations,
and Ms. Kim Fairbrother is Assistant Principal with responsibility for
wellbeing and pastoral care. They work alongside Principal Lara Hearn-
Rollo and Deputy Principal Sonya Hull.

Reverend Stephanie Mander
Chaplain

Craighead Diocesan School,
Timaru.
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