Raincliff Trust Board

PO BOX 70
TIMARU

3 z =, __‘." ' 4
Raincliff Youth Camp
and Conference Centre

Chairman (03) 614 7055
28th April 2026 Secretary  (03) 614 7699
Treasurer TBC

Bookings 022160 6373
SYNOD Report 2026

The Raincliff Youth Camp situated on Spur Road, Raincliff in South Canterbury
continues to serve the community at large, as it has done now for 55 years
as a Christian Camp.

It is with great sadness that we acknowledge the passing in Feb 2026 of our
Treasurer Phil Jackson. Along with his wife Liz, who was the booking officer
from the beginning, they have provided a combined service of over 100 years
to Raincliff Camp. He will be dearly missed. We have taken steps to find a
replacement to fulfil the role of Treasurer.

The buildings and grounds continue to be maintained to a high standard by
a lot of voluntary helpers and some paid part time staff. Plumbing, painting
and building repairs have all been funded from revenue and grants.

The Trust Board also maintains and looks after St David’'s Church and
graveyard, as detailed in the Diocesan lease. Essential maintenance on the
Church continues to be carried out and it is due for repainting. At the last
working-bee the Church was given a washdown and the gravestones were
swept. Itis proposed to put in another berm. A Christmas Carol Service, an
Easter Service, local Christenings and Weddings are held at St David’s.

Unfortunately, the Church was broken into recently in Feb 2026 and the large
brass Eagle Lectern was stolen. The Police and the Diocese were notified and
there was a news item on TV1 News on Easter Sunday 2026. The brass Eagle
Lectern was donated, by Purcell the owner of Raincliff Station from the 1860s,
to the Church when it was built in 1906, in memory of his wife and brother.
Security at the Church has been updated with a new lock. The buildings and
contents at the Camp and St David’'s Church are insured but without
edrthquake cover.

The Playground is a great asset to the Camp and local community. The
extensive lawns are mowed regularly. We are currently in the process of
replacing the lawnmower. Working bees of locals and committee members



have kept the rhododendron garden and 110m native border on the stop
bank mulched and sprayed for weeds.

Projects include the completion of Stage 1 of upgrading the shower blocks on
the West Wing for $100k. Stage 2 work will commence in June 2026 on the
East Wing for a further $100k. External access for a toilet for users of the
Playground has been added. The Fundraising Committee have been
applying to charitable organisations for grants.

During the last financial year to 31t March 2026, there have been 852 Adults,
and 997 Youth stay at Raincliff from 44 different groups for a total of 148
nights. There were also 575 day-visitors. These figures are consistent with
last year. The Booking Officer has been running the camp very efficiently and
to a high standard with the help of a newly engaged cleaning company
service. The camp is proving popular with Schools, Weddings, Reunions,
Christian groups, Clubs and Seminars. Damage due to a 21t has put an end
to those and we are working with the family for compensation. A total
number of 52,043 adults and 54,320 youth have now stayed at the camp
over the last 55 years.
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