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The Sister Eveleen Retreat House (SERH) operates under the mandate of its 
Diocesan Statute (revised by Synod in 2025) which states that ‘the aims and 
objectives of the SERH Board of Oversight and its staff will be to encourage 
and promote the widest possible use of the SERH in meeting the spiritual 
needs of people in the Diocese of Christchurch.  This retreat house is 
ecumenically run and open to anyone who is seeking a quiet space to 
connect with God, or simply to be.  Sister Eveleen Barklie requested that it 
be a place of spiritual help and prayer and this continues to undergird all 
the work we do. 

We welcomed Jo Cotton and Carol Renouf as board members in May 2025 
and look forward to Veronica Cross joining us in June. The Board of 
Oversight members are Carol Renouf, Dugald Wilson, Jo Cotton, John Fox, 
Sarah Gardiner, Sue Lynch and Veronica Cross.  They meet each month 
with the principal aim of supporting Antje, Sandi and the ministry at the 
house. 

Antje Duda has had her contract as Director extended until August 2027.  
The Board are pleased with the way her gifts and skills are continuing to 
enhance the prayerful ministry at SERH.  Hannah Frauenstein finished 
her role as Retreat House Host during the year, and Sandi Hall was 
appointed on a 1-year contract until September 2026. Sandi brings a heart 
for hospitality and a desire to ensure that everyone coming to the house is 
made to feel welcome but also has space and time for themselves and 
God.  Both these roles are paid positions. 

Regular retreats continue to be the focus for the Board and Antje. The full list 
of these may be found on the website. We are incredibly grateful for the 
retreat leaders who offer a wide variety of opportunities for contemplative 
connections with our wonderful God. Day retreats have proved very popular 
and are offered regularly throughout the year. We have again this year 
made space in the programme for clergy retreats and hope that clergy 
from this Diocese will take up these opportunities to fulfil the requirements 
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of their contracts with the Bishop. I remind you that the time spent quietly, 
prayerfully and restfully away from parish demands is not time wasted. 

During this year Dugald Wilson has continued to oversee projects to 
improve the safety of the house and Annex. The Board approved the 
rrefurbishment of the kitchen with Mitre 10 in Montreal Street providing a 
discounted price for the design and provision of the kitchen.  This work 
will proceed in May. We feel incredibly blessed by the donations we have 
received for this project from those who have a very close connection to 
Sister Eveleen House to those who may have only come on retreat once, 
but who have wanted to support the Board’s work. A huge thank you to all. 

We are grateful for the volunteers who help out particularly in the gardens. 

'Friends of SERH' now number 32 members who pay an annual sub. They are 
offered a discount on a retreat and a free night’s accommodation as well as 
regular coffee mornings and newsletters. Most importantly they pray for the 
ministry and for that we are very grateful. We are also thankful for the ways 
in which the Friends contribute financially to specific projects around the 
house. 

Like many ministry units, our budget demands exceed our income. Fixed 
costs over which we have no control make it impossible for us to be a 
self-sustaining ministry. We are grateful for the donations we have received 
from trusts and individuals and from the parishes which supported our 
‘Staying Alight’ fundraiser. We are confident of being able to offer ministry 
from the house for retreats and overnight stays for another year (or two �����) 

Finally, I remind everyone that the Sister Eveleen Retreat House belongs to 
the Diocese! It is not a privately run ministry, acting alone, but is yours – here 
for you, offering a space for you to connect with God in the ways you need 
to. 

Use it, support it, offer to help out and above all else pray for the ministry 
exercised by it. 

Sarah Gardiner 
(Board chair) 


