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My year as President started in February at the Annual General Meeting; it has been a 
steep learning curve with many different facets to be thinking about. 

The year has been busy and hopefully inspirational for members in one way or another. 

We have had three different Festival services to cater for our large geographic area, 
Ashburton, Rangiora and Christchurch.  

The festival services in Ashburton and Rangiora and at our Cathedral were enjoyable 
and I was able to meet with several of our members.  Numbers were low and we need 
to think about how we can encourage more members to come and perhaps we need 
to invite other Christian women. 

I have been able to meet with some of our groups to introduce myself and catch up 
with those that I have known in the past.  These have been interesting and have given 
me an insight into our membership, their aspirations and challenges. 

Many thanks to the clergy of the Diocese who have helped us over the year, Bishop 
Peter, Archdeacon Indrea Alexander in Ashburton, the Reverend Toby Behan in 
Rangiora and Dean Ben Truman and of course, our Chaplain Reverend Jan Brodie. 

Social Concerns.  

This year our focus was ‘All about Children’ organised by our Convenor, Roberta Smith. 

The first being a presentation from ‘Pillars’, a charity that actively supports the family, 
and especially tamariki of people in prison.  In New Zealand 20,000 children live with a 
parent in prison.  They often face stigma, isolation and poverty.  One powerful aspect of 
Annabel’s inspiring talk was how ordinary people can give practical help by becoming 
a mentor to an affected child. 

The planned SC/O&O South Canterbury Roadshow in Timaru for Thursday 23 October 
had to be cancelled, at almost the very last minute, due to the ‘Red Wind Warning’. 

It has been rescheduled to Thursday 26 March 2026. 

Wendy Thompson, the board chair of Nest was the speaker at our November event. 

The Nest Collective is made up of volunteers across Aotearoa New Zealand whose 
huge packs include essentials for the first + year of life such as clothing, bedding, 
books, toys. Fantastically these can be pre-loved, handcrafted or repurposed items.  



Toiletries are also included.  They work alongside social workers to ensure families are 
supported in their parenting journey. 

Practicalities were donated, and an uptake and good interest in their ‘Craft for a Cause’ 
initiative. 

Overseas and Outreach 

In  June, Raewyn Dawson, National Overseas and Outreach Convenor, spoke on the 
focus on Fiji for 2025:– The ‘Clean-up-Kits’ Project is run by Anglican Missions, and we 
as AAW members, have made a significant contribution to the construction and 
equipping of a container of emergency disaster equipment based near the town of 
Savusavu in Vanua Levu, Fiji.  Because of the frequency of natural disasters in Fiji and 
having suitable equipment on hand for immediate use when disaster strikes are very 
helpful. 

We are delighted at the generosity of AAW groups in our Diocese, who donated $3,252 
which equates to 39% of the national total of $8,413.  Well done, everybody! 

In November our O&O Convenor Anne McCormick spoke on the work of the  

Light of Hope Legacy in Battambang and Pursat, Cambodia including the ‘Dress a girl’ 
campaign. 

Anne sent out a newsletter to all AAW groups in August, with a challenge to include at 
least one mission speaker at a meeting during the year.  She also provided details on 
various mission resources freely available from Anglican Missions and NZCMS and trust 
that leaders find these helpful. 

It is with sadness that one of our groups has decided not to continue as an AAW group 
after the death of their Leader, Judy Palmer and this is a time to remember those of our 
own members or their partners who have died over this last year. 
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