Te Kura o Hato Maka, St Mark’s School

St Mark’s School is the only Anglican integrated school in the South Island. Over the
last decade staff and clergy at the school have committed themselves to growing a
school of authentic Anglican faith.

Our school culture is made up of many special elements that, when combined, create a
school of excellence, faithfulness, courage and grace (school values) and is punctuated
by inclusiveness, respect, love and care.
There is an overwhelming belief in the school as a family, and members want to be included in that
because it is special and a privilege to have. With God at its heart, we see people choosing to act in ways
that support and grow that family rather than undermine it. We see students choosing to serve the school
instead of serving their own wants. We see all teachers caring about the success of every student, not
just the ones in their class.
New families into the school often comment on how great St Mark’s feels and they cannot quite explain
why. What they are experiencing is our school culture that has not happened accidentally, it has been
mindfully identified, grown and nurtured to be a school that strives to meet the many diverse needs of
students within an authentic Anglican school that values God’s love and care for all.
Our Special Anglican Character and the 5 Marks of Mission both depend on, and underpin that culture.
Without it, the approaches and educational programmes that we have in place would not be effective in
supporting student achievement. Students, whanau and staff greatly value programmes such as:

e Plmanawa gifted education / Project Go

e |eadership programmes

e  Coaching and mentoring programmes

At the same time, these programmes effectively operationalise our values of excellence, faithfulness,
courage and grace. Without them our special character would not have that authentic edge and would
not create for students a school environment where everyone is valued and respected. Students, their
progress and their welfare are at the center of everything we do at St Mark’s.

The St Mark’s School family's special character as an Anglican school is underpinned by weekly Church
Services, both on Mondays and Fridays. Regular Eucharistic services as well as combined services with
the parish congregation on a Sunday each term enrich the worship experience. A strong and close
relationship with the community of St Mark’s Church (Opawa- St Martin’s Parish) is cherished. The
students take a leading role putting together the service as well as being Worship Leaders, leading the
Prayers and the Readings, running the |.T. Students' families are welcome and do attend. The lectionary
is followed and seasonal services are celebrated for example Shrove Tuesday and Ash Wednesday. A
Religious Education programme that aims to be lived, not just taught in an allocated time in class is a
strong focus and being constantly developed. Prayer is often spontaneous.

Christ is the core of St Mark’s School and all students are invited and encouraged to welcome Christ to
be the centre of all that they do.



