
 
  
 
 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 2026  

2025 – A New Principal and our 175th celebration 

Miss Penny Tattershaw departed St Michael’s at the end of March in Term 1, 2025 
after 7 years of dedicated service to the school. Mrs Liz Coster joined the school 
family in Term 3, having come from St Mark’s School – Opawa as Deputy 
Principal.  

The St Michael’s Church School 175th anniversary is being celebrated this year. 
The celebration commenced with a whole school event on Thursday, 19th 
February and included a cake cutting ceremony, all of which was funded by the 
PTA. The first of the public celebrations was held on Saturday, 21 February which 
consisted of tours through the school campus and SMAA church.   

The 175th celebration will end with the whole school's Dare to Dream Anniversary 
Musical performance, held at the Isaac Theatre Royal on 18 and 19 August. 

The Board of Trustees - 2026 
 

The Board farewelled Prof. Spencer Beasley at the end of 2025, after many years 
of service on the Trust Board. 

 
The current Board of Trustees is made up of: 

 
Meg Saksida ( Presiding Member) BA, FCA, CTA(Fellow) TEP 
Amanda Rigg (Deputy) LLB, BSc 
Bishop Peter Carrell BSc (Hons) BD PhD 
Fr Jordan Greatbatch BTH, DipPerTech 
Jennie Nairn MEdL, PGCertSchoolPrincipalship, DipTchg, DipPE 
Julia Shallcrass LLB, BA 
Maria Wilson BCom (Hons), CA, CMInstD 
Min Jang BCom, CA 
Mitchell Alexander Bachelor of Broadcast Communications (Journalism) 
Nicholas Hill BA, GradDipProjMgt, GradDipOpsMgt, MAppMgt, MInstD 
Liz Coster ( Principal) 
Owen Foster (Deputy Principal) 
James Shilling (Board Secretary) 
 
The School Year   
The 2025 March school roll submitted to the Ministry of Education was 146 
students.  This was lower than the March 2024 roll submission where we had 155 
students.  The 2026 March submission shows a significant drop to 128 students.  

 

 



2026 Staffing  

Principal       Mrs Liz Coster 
Deputy Principal, Senior Syndicate Leader & Y8  Mr Owen Foster  
Y7 Teacher       Mrs Julie Lee  
Science and Extension Mathematics    Mrs Jo Eason   
Y6 Teacher and Physical Education    Mr Des Matai 
Y6 Teacher       Mr Henry Toulson 
Y5 Teacher, RE, Middle Syndicate Leader   Mr David Faulkner  
Y4 Teacher, IT       Miss Stephanie Innes  
Y3 Teacher, Junior Art Junior Syndicate Leader  Mrs Anne Tucker  
Y2 Teacher and Junior Syndicate Leader  Mrs Brigid Ladley  
Y1S Teacher      Ms Tracey Steel   
Y0/1M Teacher, Y0-3 Music / Kapa Haka Leader  Ms Emma Mahoney  
Y5-8 Music      Miss Jillian Kerr   
Y4-8 Learning Support / Y4 Music    Ms Sarah Mahoney  
Registrar & Y5–8 Art     Mrs Bec Hitchcock  
Spanish Tutor      Mrs Sasha Gibson 
Business Manager     Mr James Shilling 
Office Administrator     Ms Lynda Harrington  
After School Care     Mr Matt Harrington 
Teacher Aide       Mrs Angela Rattray-Searell   
Teacher Aide      Miss Skylar Rennie 
Fr Jordan Greatbatch     Chaplain  
 
 
Church and School  
Mr Paul Ellis retired from his position as SMAA Director of Music at the end of 
February. We  welcomed Mr Daniel Cooper, who has now taken over the Young 
Voices programme.  The programme has been refreshed with a name change and 
is now known as St Michael’s Scholars.  

 

 
 
 
     

 


