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No year is ever quite the same in the Diocesan Archives and the fact that it
is being mentioned suggests that it has been different.

The first difference has been in the researchers. This year it has been the
turn of the long-term projects. During the twice a month open afternoons
there have been the same people appearing week after week. Research
topics have ranged from stained glass windows to cemeteries, parish
histories and biographies. The Clippings Books which are added to month
after month proved to be extremely useful for another project. It was a
pleasure to welcome visitors from the Nelson Provincial Museum, Pupuri

Taonga o Te Taiao, as part of their planning for a new facility in Richmond.

It also could be called the year of the Baptisms. All over the world and
locally individuals have needed to prove that they have been baptized for
reasons as diverse as applications for children to attend schools or to be
received into another denomination. There are times when these records
could best be described as “incomplete”, but it is critical to remember that
their importance continues long after the event itself.

This Diocese has been around for a very long time, so celebrations are to
be expected. Searching out records both from the archives and from local
congregational sources takes time, so planning is essential. Oxford-Cust,
Christchurch-St Michael’'s Church and School, Sumner-Redcliffs and

Lincoln have included archival material in their commemorations.

Four years on the Friday volunteers, Dorothy Burrows, Ruth Stamler, Hank
van Til and Hilary Rayner continue their work for Putake

https://putake.recollect.co.nz/. A recent analysis of the years covered

shows that the Registers transcribed follows closely the development of the
Diocese and the increase in local church numbers. Due to the cost of
digitization Marriage Registers transcripts only have been added for Ross,
Kumara and Hokitika. The volunteers have contributed an enormous
number of hours to making information available to New Zealand and

World-wide researchers.


https://putake.recollect.co.nz/

Prue Purser and Lorraine Owen worked part of the year on the same project
but have recently been working two afternoons a month updating and
checking records prior to their being added to the ARK database. This has
enabled the archivist to spend additional time on the Church Property
Trustee project which involves linking in-house records with those held in

Deeds Books at Archives New Zealand in Christchurch.

Archivists cannot work in isolation, and associations have continued with St
Margaret’s College, Christ’'s College and Cathedral Grammar School.
Membership of the Archives and History Committee, Te Puna o Neherg,
enables a three Tikanga perspective. It is however the ability to leave my
chair and walk a few steps to have a conversation with other members of

staff that continues to be a real pleasure.



