
 
Cursillo Annual Report 2025 

It is with pleasure that I submit this report to the Synod Annual Meeting of the 
Christchurch Anglican Diocese. 

Mike Morley-Bunker completed his realm March 2025, and I, Heather Driessen was 
elected to fulfil the role of Diocesan Lay Director, with some reluctance. 

The Cursillo Movement, like the Christchurch Anglican Diocese, was to look to a 
regeneration, if it was to continue beyond the next 3-4 years. The previous year, the Rev. 
Don Pilgrim and Mike Morley-Bunker set forth the idea of a two-day Weekend and 
began the work to make this come to fruition. Due to several ongoing health issues, I 
was asked to step forward to replace Mike, in making this happen. 

Our focus was on inviting a younger age group, developing a more casual 
environment/atmosphere, changing some of the terminology used to reflect a 
modern/kiwi approach, and providing a more simplistic delivery of the key facets of 
Christianity, with some of the talks being combined.  Most “add-ons” were deleted. 

Thus the 2-day Weekend was set for March 2025 and held at the Girl Guiding complex 
at Cracroft.  Our venue choice was deliberate, to keep the registration fee to a 
minimum cost.  

The Weekend was a great success and the highlight of our year, in having 14 
participants (pilgrims) register, with seven of them under the age of 50 years. 

The Holy Spirit was very evident in engaging with the participants. Bishop Peter 
highlighted this fact in his report in e-Life. 

We also organised 3 “Days of Encouragement” (Ultreya’s) to blend and encourage the 
new Cursillista’s and those from previous 3 day Weekends, at Ashburton, Rangiora, and 
New Brighton. 

It was with much sadness, and some shock, that we witnessed the passing of a brother 
and friend in the Rev. Don Pilgrim in August.  Don will be and is missed dearly.  A faithful 
servant and one to be remembered for his enthusiasm and desire to follow through 
with his initial dream of the 2 day Weekend, and in his participation in seeing change, in 
what he had been a part of for some thirty years.  And, so to find a replacement as 
Diocesan Spiritual Director, which took some time and effort with the assistance of the 
bishop. This was settled just before Christmas, with Rev. Stephanie Clay stepping into 
the role at the beginning of the New Year. 

 

Heather Driessen, Christchurch Diocesan Lay Director.  


